
Assignment 4: Pimp my streamer
In this assignment you will clean and reorganize your code to produce an efficient Twitter streamer.

NEW: 200% more emojis inside (+ native encodings)

For the later part of this assignment use the updated Emoji list including now more Emojis and native
encodings. Searching for both native encodings and UTF-8 encoding should yield maximum results. Download
the new Emoji list here.

1 Create addition access keys

Use your activated SIM cards to create three new twitter accounts. With each new account create a new app
and retrieve the consumer key and secret. Create OAuth objects for each new app and authorize them using
my_oauth$handshake(). Store the new, authorized OAuth objects together with your old one in a list and
save the list in your projects folder.

2 Create streaming pipeline

2.1 Comment code

Go through your code of the last three assignments and commment out every bit. Comments are mainly for
you to understand every element of the code whenever you need to get back it at a later point. However, it
makes sense to think a potentially different reader in order to nudge yourself to be more verbose.

2.2 Streamline code

Now that you commented out your code and have a good representation of what each bit of code does, go
through it and streamline it. Think about whether code bits could be reprogrammed in more elegant way.
Often this means shortening the code and making it more generic, e.g., by using a loop rather than explicitly
writing practically the same code multiple times. This also means adhering to a coherent formatting scheme
for new lines and code indentations (Doesn’t really matter how as long as it’s consistent).

2.3 Write my streamer function

Now that the code is streamlined (and hopefully a bit shortened) create your own my_streamer() function.
The function should take (at least) three arguments (track, oauth, time) and return the preprocessed and
parsed tweets (like the data_stream object from assignment 1). Test the function and make sure it runs
smoothly. This means that the function doesn’t take forever and that it handles all things that could go
wrong with the execution of the code. To test this run the function multiple times using differnet input
arguments.

2.4 Implement oauth rotation

Now that you have a working function, implement an oauth rotation. The idea is that whenever the time-limit
is reached rather than returning the result the function begins streaming again using a different OAuth object.
This will enable streaming tweets on a single search term for hours or possibly days without Twitter limiting
access.
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/14pc7g6uuv5b1n3/advancedEmojiList.RDS?dl=0


To do this add a new argument to the function called, e.g., nrep (number of repetitions) that gives the
number of times the streaming should be restarted. Then implement a loop inside your function that iterates
over the sequence from 1 to nrep and in each cycle restarts the twitter streaming for the current track and
time arguments. Every time the streaming is restarted choose a different OAuth object. An easy way to do
this is using the modulo operator %%. The modulo operator returns the rest remaining from dividing the
number left of the operator by the number right of the operator. For instance, 1%%4 is 1, 2%%4 is 2,3%%4 is
3, 4%%4 is 0, and 5%%4 is again 1. Thus, the running index of the loop, e.g., i, can be be used to create a
rotation within the range of 1 and 4 using i%%4 + 1. This can then be used to rotate OAuth objects.

3 Rerun Assignment 3

3.1 Identify useful track term

Play around with your my_streamer function to identify a track term that produces (a) many tweets an (b)
a large number of Emojis.

3.2 Run my_streamer

Run your my_streamer for at least 4 hours (sky is the limit) and save your results for later use.

3.3 Post Emoji-Zipfian

Redo the Emoji-Zipfian figure using (only) the new results and post the figure on Twitter.
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